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Global Sharing and Coping
Starting Points

HARMONIZATION
The first and most central entry points have been around
a G7 and SRU German Environmental experts initiative 
which was taken up by the UN- Environment Programme  

UNEP - HEM.  late1980 -- 1992

GLOBAL CHANGE
The other started with the GLOBAL CHANGE conference

1988 in Moscow. 
Germany and other countries had been invited to present
„Challenges to Science and Politics“ in form of Conferences and 
Exhibitions. As I was invited to contribute I had to think anew on 
how such complex Issues could be communicated to the broader
public, raising awareness and consciousness, and being correct and 
helpful for scientists, politicians, and industry at the same time. I go
public now 1998 as after having this touring exhibition 8 years in 
Germany, but never been shown outside Germany, and being
updated and in high demand, there is high danger of losing this
piece and milestone.  Politics look east and local when the
exhibition was opened in May 1990. The result we have no public
eye and information about the exhibition, its scope and results.  As 
this is fatal in my view, I fee I have to change and address that.

I could have also called this UIA guest pageGLOBAL CHANGE   or LOCAL  AND GLOBAL CHANGE  - as  my work started about
global  environmental issues in 1988 with such wide and universal themes. Only because I was involved in two or more projects at that time, and 
have a certain background which was about preparing and documenting decisions and presenting results, I was able to make the bridge, combine
what normally is not seen as one - or in one solution. As both project concepts are not only of wider interest and unique in their approach, 
specially in their time we are proposing here to follow each background independently and then join in again the flow of events.

Much is known
unfortunaly in different heads 

Werner Kollath



The Word, the Symbol, the Picture, the Idea

are not the Truth

But we pray to the picture, 
we worship – admire – adore - idolize  

the symbol and icon   
(maps & models)
we credit the word with much significance…

And all this is very destructive !
because then the word, the symbol, the image 
is becoming more important than everything.

Jiddu Krishnamurti

additions and bad translation  by Heiner Benking
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ICSU CODATA and SMN 1996 CLUB OF Budapest1996, Council of Europe,  and  UNESCO, Club of Budapest, 1998 
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Studium generale, Humboldt - Universität zu Berlin 17.1 . 2000

Watch your Symbols, 
Icons, Words, & 
Metaphors, Worlds,...
���� a prison

���� a varieté

���� a show

���� a labyrinth

���� a bomb

���� a sweet pie
���� the final flood of post-

modern Cyber Culture �



Premier forum des solutions pour développement des musées et expositiones
Journée Access Multimedia 17. - 18. Novembre 1998   - Cité des Sciences et de l‘Industrie

No covenant in modern times
Many Portals   - but no „Common House“

Source: http://pespmc1.vub.ac.be/macroscope/
„Magnetic Portals“: Information Strategy Magazine, July/August 1998
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Documents relating to Polarization, Dilemmas and Duality, by Anthony Judge
http://www.un-intelligible.org/projects/transfor/a1 1aa.php 1972                             http://www.laetusinpraesens.org/docs00s/globgov.php #exc 2008
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Konrad Lorenz Institute for Evolution and Cognition Research
Altenberg Workshops 1996/97 30. January 1997, Austria, 

Worldview Compositions and Cognitive Spaces
- a necessary evolutionary step by Heiner Benking

Interactive relations among hierarchically ordered subsystems
of an organism , Inscribed Domains, P. Weiss, 
In: Beyond reductionism , Alpbach 1968, pls. see more: IFSR - ISSS



Konrad Lorenz Institute for Evolution and Cognition Research
Altenberg Workshops 1996/97 30. January 1997, Austria, 

Worldview Compositions and Cognitive Spaces
- a necessary evolutionary step by Heiner Benking

Source: Limits to Growth, Donella H. Meadows, Dennis L. Meadows, Jorgen Randers
& William W. Behrens III , Potomac Associates, New York (1972)

pls. see also The Club of Rome - The Predicament of Mankind, 1970

Subtitle of Fig 1: Although the perspectives of the 
world's people vary in space and time, every human 
concern falls somewhere on the space time graph. 
The majority of the world's people are concerned 
with matters that effect only family or friends 
over a short period of time. 
Others look far ahead in time or over a large area - a 
city or a nation. Only few people have 

a perspective that extends far into the future.
*

Later we can read in the book: that in contrast to the 
majorities focus in the quadrant in the lower left 
“box”, the book concerns itself with the upper 
right quadrant or “box”. 
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SECOND EDITION 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF SYSTEMS AND CYBERNETICS

Charles François (editor), KG Saur Verlag-Thomson,  München, 2004

Updated and augmented in more than 740 pages, 1700
articles, some of them with figures, tables and diagrams, 
and 1500 bibliographical references. 

Vol. 22, no. 1
(October 2004)OfficialOfficialOfficialOfficial NewsletterNewsletterNewsletterNewsletter of of of of thethethethe

International International International International FederationFederationFederationFederation of Systems Researchof Systems Researchof Systems Researchof Systems Research



http://benking.de/philosophie-probleme.htm
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• REALISM
• PHENOMENALISM
• SENSUALISM
• MATERIALISM
• MATHEMATISM
• RATIONALISM

• IDEALISM
• PSYCHISM
• PNEUMATISM
• SPIRITUALISM
• MONADISM
• DYNAMISM



The Word, the Symbol, the Picture, the Idea

are not the Truth

But we pray to the picture, 
we worship – admire – adore - idolize  

the symbol and icon   
(maps & models)
we credit the word with much significance…

And all this is very destructive !
because then the word, the symbol, the image 
is becoming more important than everything.

Jiddu Krishnamurti

additions and bad translation  by Heiner Benking
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Heiner Benking:  Alte und Neue Räume, Ordnungen
und Modelle für Orientierungen und Vereinbarungen
UNESCO Conference: The Unifying Aspects of Cultures, Vienna 2003
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WORLD 
as PICTURE, as IKON, MODEL, ARTEFACT, NUMBER





GLOBAL LEARN DAY
WELCOME  TO EUROPE
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INST-Conference
6-8. December 2002, Austria Center, Vienna

Granularity and Context of Knowledge
Before we write more about knowledge it should be made very clear we must differentiate
among these three types or levels of knowledge:

* Detailed or specialists' knowledge- very high precision and definition
(granularity) in a certain subject field, language and culture. This is the domain of 
experts/specialists, number crunchers and search machines.

* Route knowledge- where you orient one application or subject to the next, like you
find your way from one corner to the next. This is the domain of experts and where new second-
generation knowledge tools can be helpful, if we do not lose the context and become
overwhelmed by fixed knowledge molds and patterns.

* Survey or overview map knowledge- which is not only according to Kant and 
Popper, objective knowledge as we have an agreed upon frame or grid and can at least, in this
framework, tell if something is in or out of a certain frame, overlapping with other fields, topics
or issues, or possibly just a certain corner or area of that frame. This is the domain where we
need our resort as humans to add shared feelings and values. This article is primarily about this
third layer!



Premier forum des solutions pour développement des mus ées et expositiones - Journée Access Multimedia 
17. - 18. Novembre 1998   - Cité des Sciences et de l‘Industrie

Central issues include: 

• Culture and Cyberculture

• Frontiers and Challenges of Conceptual
Navigation

• Orientation and Understanding

• CREATE NEW SPACES AND MAPS?
http://benking.de/meta-paradigm.htm

http://benkign.de/ceptualinstitute/landscape.htm
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http://hubberlin.wordpress.com/ http://berlin.the-hub.net

The Hub Berlin
a space for people with good ideas for the world.

HUB Sustainability Week 2009



Thinking/Reasoning learning room in Enlightenment Ped agogics

DENK-LEHRRAUM der Aufklärungspädagogik !

Ecological Theology and Environmental Ethics
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1. To create knowledge in a spirit of 
openness to the world, integrating new
perspectives
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Gestaltungs – Competences UNESCO - Education for
Sustainable Development
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Kurt Hanks ,  OUT OF THE BOX THINKING

see:  Creating a Driving Vision (PDF)
and  Getting out of THE BOX



Kurt Hanks ,  OUT OF THE BOX THINKING



Kurt Hanks ,  PARADIGM MAPPING

http://hanksconsulting.com/page10.html



Kurt Hanks ,  PARADIGM MAPPING



Whoever imagines mental deep
permeable BOUNDARIES (Schranken 
= scaffoldings & barriers & temporary walls) = Semiphors !! *
which actually do not exist
and then thinks them away, 
has understood the world.

As space is entrapped in geometry's 
network of lines,
thought is caught in its (own) 
inherent laws.

Maps make the world 
comprehensible to us;
we are still waiting for the star-maps 
of the spirit.
In the same way that ambling 
through fields
we risk getting lost, 
the spirit negotiates its terrain.

Friedrich Rückert, 
Wisdom of the Brahmins a didactic poem, 

Charles T. Brooks in 1882
* Schranken =   PERMEABLE boundaries, 
semiphors, membranes, transition zones/sectors/corridors

"Wer Schranken denkend setzt, 
die wirklich nicht vorhanden,
und dann hinweg sie denkt, 
der hat die Welt verstanden.

So wie Geometrie in Ihren
Liniennetzen,
so fängt sich auch das Denken
in Gesetzen,

verständlich macht man uns
die Welt durch Länderkarten,

doch müssen wir des Geistes
Sternenkarten noch erwarten".

Friedrich Rückert, Die Weisheit des 
Brahmanen, ein Lehrgedicht in Bruchstücken
Werke, Band 2, Leipzig und Wien [1897], S. 50-51. 

Sorry - I could not translate properly and ad-hoc this poem after the Peace Nobels gathering
– which addresses the issues of  WALL or NO WALL –

or how we need to rethink our concepts, words and actions   more ?  see     www.quergeist.info
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• UNESCO-DESD Bonn foot-hand-mind-prints  www.mindprints.tv

• The Global Perspective of Education for Sustainable Development: Which key 
competencies do persons need for thinking and acting globally in the world society?, 
5th World Environmental Education Congress, 10.05.2009-13.05.2009, Palais des 
congrès de Montréal, Kanada.

• "Global Gestalt-Competence" will therefore become a  key discipline for the 21. 
Century. BUERDEK, Hochschule fuer Gestaltung, Dean of Industrial Design 
Department, Offenbach am Main, GERMANY

• The discussion of shaping – designing – Gestalt-shaping is ongoing….

We recommend here strongly to look into DESIGN – GESTALTUNGS capacities and 
skills which not only shape objects but communities and futures.

Please see this link to get started: http://redesignresearch.com/ or http://nextd.org/
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“Science isbuild up with facts
as a houseis with stones. 

But a collectionof facts
is no morescience

as a heapof stonesis house”

Henri Poincare (1854-1912)



ABSTRACT
The paper reviews representations and signs that might help us to come to common and shared
realization in an integral age. It explores how we can use models and schemas in order to share
"common frames of reference." The authors explore possible ways of embodying and linking
worlds or realities. These include the construction of a-perspective or extra realities that can
help us to jointly create meaning and understanding beyond our directly observable meso-scale
and ego- centric "environment/vicinity." We explore ways to merge and morph - know, 
connect, translate and transform schemas - and overcomethe dualisms or schisms in our
conceptions and mental models, as this is understood as one criteria in Gebser’s structure of 
moving from the Rational to the Integral. One step is seen to include and move beyond the
physical and visual (perspective) space to shared and combined (merged and morphed spaces), 
spaces were we can jointly create and move boundaries in our perceived and created worlds
using processes of dialogue. The authors suggest this fundamental step in coming to the
concretion of shared dimensions in order to avoid the dangers of post-modern vagueness and 
Beliebigkeit, or the creations of new myths and belief systems, as they would lead us back into
former forms of human development. Instead, we strive for a broader basis for imparting and 
dialogue - which is part the motto of the INTEGRAL STRUCTURE - coming to a broader and 
shared collective understanding.The authors believe thatGebser shows us a way out of 
dualistic, anthropocentric thinking that leaves us enslaved by physical space concepts and 
"boxed" thinking, and provides ways towards sharing not only physical but also mental 
manifestations and imaginations. Gebser seems to be urging us to look into the inclusion of all 
layers or structures and not ending only in meditative state, but standing on the ground, 
surveying the world with our eyes and sharing or imparting concepts of a bigger and shared
picture in order to expand our realms of being. 

XXVII Annual Jean Gebser Conference, Worldly Expressions of the Integral
October 18-20, 2000, Ohio University, Athens, OH

Concreteness in Integral Worlds

Heiner Benking and Sherryl Stalinski  

http://benking.de/gebser2001.html   - http://www.ecnet.net/users/ghl25r0/ie_journal/conference.htm

"The concretion of time

is one of the
preconditions
for the integral structure; 
only the concrete can be
integrated,
never the merely
abstract." 
--Jean Gebser, The Ever-
present Origin, p.99 
(emphasis of"one" added
by the authors)

Words 
words - yes words. 
Make them solid 
So you can pick them up 
and throw them. 
That is the problem. 
How to make the
intangible real, lifelike.... 
--J. R. Lloyd



Premier forum des solutions pour développement des musées et expositiones
Journée Access Multimedia 17. - 18. Novembre 1998   - Cité des Sciences et de l‘Industrie

No covenant in modern times
Many Portals   - but no „Common House“

Source: http://pespmc1.vub.ac.be/macroscope/
„Magnetic Portals“: Information Strategy Magazine, July/August 1998



Global Ecological Integrity, Human Rights, and Human R esponsibilities:
Intersections Between International Law and Public Hea lth, 2003, June 27- July 1,  

&
Open Space, The Earth Charter in Action, June 26- 30, Urbino, Italy
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Global Ecological Integrity, Human Rights, and Human 

Responsibilities

After this selection you find 2 „hyperlinked“ slides whic h
were written ad-hoc directly before the session

to invite further explorations and digging deeper into area s
of interest
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Thursday 11th of July 15:30h.: Round-Table:

Ethics 
in Knowledge Representation and Organization

"Challenges in Knowledge Representationand 
Organizationfor the 21stCentury: 

Integration of Knowledge across Boundaries„



Round-Table:

Ethics 
in Knowledge Representation and Organization

Impulse Statement:

What do we need?  Where do we want to go ?

A Linguistic Turn ? , An Iconic Turn ?
Communication Turn, Spatial Turn?,...
or a Pragmatic Spin ?

The construction and ethics
of sharedframesof references



������������	��
����������

����	�����������
������
�
�����	�� �����
������
��
���

������
��� ��!

���������
���������������
��
��
���
��������������� ��������������
�
	��� �����!""#�� 
$
�
����������������������%�������������&���'( !"�� !""#

���������
�������� �����������
��
�������� �� ����� ���������
�����

�����
)��������)��
���
���������� �
������� 
�������)
� ���������������� �
�
	�



���$*  ��*����*$

����
���
)�������+���������,����������
�
����)�
��' ((-�,������
� �������
����������������
�������
���
,��
,��
�	�,���������� ���������	��

����&�����.�
��
��)������
)���)�������/ ���
�������� ���
��
���������
������������������)
�����
����������
�0��	��. ���1�� +��������2�
�
����3 
���
���
��������4�
������
�
�����)
�����
�����
����
������
��
���,���� �
���)
���+������)
��
����*���'((!���
�����������
����������

��

5�
��&� ���)�
)�6�$7�
�*�86���6$� *�6�
�������������������'((!�������9��	� 0����	�������������������. ����
'((:�����;���$*<�,������������)
�
��
��������� �����  ������ -�����
�
��� �������
���4������=� ���
�����
����
������
��
���
)�>�
,���	��
�����
��
��������?��
�����
��������������
��	������
 ��
���������
�
�&����5�
,���	�� �����������������	����� ��1�������
����������� ��%��
������������������������
�2������ >�
,��� ������ ��
�����
�������,��������������

��� >�
,���	����	�������
� 1��>��!""!2�
����,
�5���

���$�
�
	���������	�������������$�*�;� �;�*������!""-���
.%�
&����
?�����/4� ����$�����
������
)���������������&���������
1������������@
�� 2���������������&����� �
�����)�����
��� )
��,����,����&��
�������������������+��������4



The Word, the Symbol, the Picture, the Idea
are not the Truth

But we pray to the picture, 
we worship – admire – adore - idolize  

the symbol and icon,
we credit the word with much significance…

And all this is very destructive !
because then the word, the symbol, the image 
is becoming more important than everything.

Jiddu Krishnamurti

bad translation  by Heiner Benking
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Oikos and Ecumene as nested houses ?
Bamberg  May, 25, 2007



GLOBAL LEARN DAY     WELCOME  TO EUROPE

• real spaces
perceptual

______________________________

• concept
spaces
conceptual

Sharing & bridging realities

Why not think the thing deep, 
take space real and serious,
enjoy and play in spaces,
make spaces places which
can help making sense, 
and ease understanding ?



Lost in Space ?  -Caught in the Web ?

or found in Space ?or in a safety Net?

TKE '99 Terminology and Knowledge Engineering
$+� ;;;



Global Sharing and Coping
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KNOW -MAPS FOR KIDS
patterns can be meanings that connect

GLOBAL LEARN DAY     WELCOME  TO EUROPE

A Universal Ordering System for Disciplines and Phenomena
ICC - Information Coding Classification    I. Dahlberg                

            Matrix columns  Matrix levels
9   Culture   Distribution and Synthesis   ) 
8 Science & Information Application and Determination
7 Economic &  Technology     Technology and Production
6 Socio   Institution or Content
5 Human Persons or  Content
4 Bio Property  Attribute
3 Cosmo &  Geo Activity, Process
2 Energy & Matter Objects, Components
1 Form & Structure Theories, Principles
0 Subject Areas General Form Concepts





http://in-betweener.org http://in-betweener.org/flatworlds/





1. Raum- und Zeit-bezogenheit
Dimensionierung: vier (viel) dimensional
Perspektivität: aperspektivisch
Betontheit: raum-zeitfrei

2. Signatur: Die Kugel

3. Wesen:(Charakter): Diaphanität

4. Struktur: Gegenwärtigende, diaphanierende Gänzlichung

5. Möglichkeit: Ganzheit durch 
Gänzlichung und Gegenwärtigung

6. Akzentuierung
Objektiv (außen) (Weltaspekt)
Bewußter Geist
Subjektiv (innen) (Energetik)
Konkretion

7. Bewußtseins-formen 
Grad: Durchsichtigkeit
Bezug: Auf ein “Innen” bezogen: Einatmend? oder Atempause?

8. Manifestations-formen
Effiziente: Diaphainon (offenes, geistiges Wahren)
Defiziente: Leere (atomisierende Auflösung)

9. Grundhaltung und Energetikträger
Konkretion *Integral: Diaphanieren Wahren

10. Betonte Organe: Scheitel

11. Realisations- und Denkformen
Grundlage: Konkretisieren und Integrieren, Wahrnehmen und 
Durchblicken
Art und Weise: Arational: akausal, ganzheitlich
Struktur: Integrierendes Diaphanieren
Ausdruck: Wahrung
Formulierung: Weltwahrung: die wahrgenommene und 
wahrgegebene Welt 
“Grenzen”: frei
Valenz: multivalent

12. Etheologem:Gottheit, Synairese, Diaphanik

13. Äußerungsformen:Wahren: Gegenwart

14. Bezüge:
zeithafte: gegenwärtig (achrionische Ursprungsgengenwart
des Ganzen)
soziale:Menscheit
generelle:ichfrei, amateriell, apsychisch

15.  Lokalisation der Seele

16. Formen der Bindung
Hirnrinde und Humorale: Praeligio (preligere): 
gegenwärtigend und konkretisierend und integrierend 
Ursprung: Gegenwart (Wahrgeben – Wahrnehmen)

17. Motto: Ursprung: Gegenwart (Wahrnehmen_Wahrgeben)

Aus Synoptische Tafel:    STRUKTUREN: INTEGRAL

Siehe auch: Jean Gebser: 
Ursprung und Gegenwart, Zweiter Teil – Zwölftes Kapitel: Die Konkretisierung des Geistigen

Siehe auch: Jean Gebser: 
Ursprung und Gegenwart, Zweiter Teil – Zwölftes Kapi tel: 
Die Konkretisierung des Geistigen



<�����=������/ *����0�����

=�����>

8������6�����	� - �� :.

�������������������8������6�������� - .! 4���������������� - �$!�:.!

&�������(������� -3. !�<����(��������� - !$!:.

- . )�1 � )�������������0���1�����!�(
' � (�������
�� '����!�&� �����!�)�����

-$. 18&<) � 1�������������8������� &������ <�������� )�����!�&��� ���!�)�����

-3. 14�
�� 1��������������4�	���	���������
���������! ��,
!�6�����

-:. '�?�!�'�������������?����������!��6�����!�'���� ' ������������������!�8���������

Wie wär�v�v�v�vs mit uns?  Umweltbildung und Globales Lernen
Die Kooperation der Zukunft!  Hannover 14.- 16. November 2006

Wie wär‘s mit uns?
Ja, nur wie konkret?

Projekte / Praxisbeispiele, Karten, Modelle und Denkmodelle
Beispiele zur Konkretisierung durch die Verwendung auch von neuen 
Kommunikations-, Darstellungs-, Denk-Formen und -Medien, Zeichensystemen, 
Sprachen, Systemen, Karten und Modellen, Atlanten, und Enzyklopaedien

http://in-betweener.org/events/ANU-2006.htm

ANU-Bundestagung 2006



Environmental Integrity: 
1. Link to your local, national, world heritage Parks as the knowledge base. 
2. Conflict Resolution using Friendship Benches. 
3. Life Zone Biodiversity - Life Zones are an international Concept with several 
examples of eco-systems. Knowledge of what grows in each area is vital to the 
survival of all species. eg: Carolinian Life Zone, Desert Life Zones. 
4. Food Security - Planting foods that suit local soils - ISPG. 
5. Species Support - Planting food supplies for migrating species and creating 
water supplies - Creature Corridors. 
6. Water and Soil protection - Watershed Peace Pathways. 
7. Oceans and Coastal Areas - Marine Peace Parks. 
8. Rainforests - Rainbow Rainforests Rock. 

Social Integrity: 
Conflict Resolution, Inter-Cultural Understanding through Language Arts and 
Performing Arts as Guest and Hosts to each other.

http://www.ihtec.org/index.php?id=102



Premier forum des solutions pour développement des mus ées et expositiones - Journée Access Multimedia 
17. - 18. Novembre 1998   - Cité des Sciences et de l‘Industrie

Basic classes of simulated reality and their proponents

Reality Nature, Man Made World

Virtual Reality Sutherland, Furness

Augmented Reality Feiner, Stricker

Augmented Virtuality Gelernter, Ishii

Double Augmented Reality Mankoff

Blended Reality Turner; Benking

Merged and Morphed Realities Judge,  Benking,  
see: spatial metaphors & User Interface design
see: Composite Cognitive Panorama or Panopticum

http://www.ceptualinstitute.com/genre/benking/visua l/visualization.htm extend with and from Veltman 98
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Ecological Theology and 
Environmental Ethics
ECOTHEE  Oikos - Ecumene - Ecudomy
Orthodox Academy of Crete, 2-6 June, 2008

Missing Context and Orientations 
in Modern Times:
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N) Proposal for Anna-Lindh-Foundation, European – Mediteranian Countries, Berlin-Alexandria 2008. Transcultural Dialog and Peace-Making
Roundtable learning from experience during the last  40 years and new ideas

Stumbling blocks preventing true dialog, peace-maki ng, and reconciliation:
1) we fight over words but do not check the meaning,
2) we do not question and compare the values attached to statements and 
attitudes, 
3) we do not contextualize and embody concepts and meaning, do not check the 
sectors, regions, scales, proportions and consequences of alternative actions, 
4) we do not give voice, empower, listen, cherish and cultivate difference or 
variety in dialog and decision making, 
5) Disorientation and dumbing-down in Cyberculture and a mis-administered 
and misunderstood, intangible “Globalisation / Glocalisation”: Where we get 
overloaded by communication noise (sign/symbol melange) and media 
demagogy which means: no trust and fidelity in the statements and no ways and 
means to check the credibility and impact/relevance, and get lost between the 
scales, brackets, and sectors.
6) The above incompatibility and incomparability opens the door for over-claims 
and oversimplifications. Leaders use intangible jargon (plastic-words), neglect 
impacts and avoid instead of exploring differences and alternatives.

e – DISCUSSION ON ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

"Implementing the internationally 
agreed goals and commitments 
in regard to sustainable development" .



Reflections and a work report
towards shared frames of references and visions
in a big-picture overview „mode“ or „scaffolding“

Heiner Benking
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TAGORE-EINSTEIN COUNCIL 
Eighth International Tagore - Einstein Conference
Asian Pacific Weeks in Berlin 15-28. September  2003

Wanted : A Global (Integral) Covenant




